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The new MENAWCA Executive Board
for 2013-2016 (in alphabetical order by
first name)
Amy Zenger: Webmaster (Lebanon)
Maimoonah Al Khalil: Vice-President (Saudi)
Elizabeth Whitehouse: Exec. Secretary (UAE)
Jodi Lefort: Public Relations Officer (Oman)
Paula Habre, Member-at-Large (Lebanon)
Kelly Wilson: President (Qatar)

The MENAWCA Executive Board is pleased to announce the
plenary speaker at this year’s MENAWCA conference. Dr. Dana
Driscoll is an Associate Professor of English at Indiana University
of Pennsylvania. Dr. Driscoll teaches courses in teaching writing,
Writing Center and Writing Program administration, and
mentors new teachers in the Composition and TESOL Ph.D.
Program. Her research interests include writing centers, writing
transfer and learning theories, teacher professional development,
research methodologies, writing assessment, and writing across
the curriculum. .
She has published in numerous journals including Writing Center
Journal, Across the Disciplines, Writing Program Administration,
Assessing Writing, Teaching and Learning Inquiry, Computers and
Composition and Composition Forum. Her most recent publication,
“Building Connections and Transferring Knowledge: The Benefits of a
Peer Tutoring Course Beyond the Writing Center,” is in the Fall/
Winter 2015 edition of The Writing Center Journal. Dr. Driscoll
will provide a plenary speech as well as an interactive workshop at
the MENAWCA Conference, a joint conference with Oman ELT
at Sultan Qaboos University, Muscat, Oman on April 21- 22, 2016.

Molly McHarg: Past President (Austria)
Ryan McDonald : Conference Co- Chair
(Oman)
Susan Finlay : Conference Co-Chair (Oman)
Sherry Ward: IWCA Rep. & Newsletter Ed.
(Qatar)
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FEATURES FROM THE WRITING CENTERS

By Ayanna N. Abdul-Mateen
Writing Instructor, University Foundation Program, United Arab Emirates University
As a writing instructor, I never exhaust my quest for instructional resources. I am always in search of
reading materials which will interest students, activate critical thinking and encourage discussion.

This need has led me to the questions: What are other instructors using? What about you? Where do
you go for reading texts that support writing? What resources have you come to rely upon? As we are
all familiar with this search, I thought I would share my discovery. Surely, I have found a veritable
fount of written and visual texts that has become a staple in my instructional toolkit.
WriteNOW! magazine is a publication sponsored by the SASP Writing Center, at the United Arab
Emirates University (UAEU). This magazine is written, edited and published exclusively by UAEU
students and includes articles, essays, short stories, reflections and animations. In the last year, this
student magazine has become an invaluable instructional resource as its contents are always appro-

priate and easily introduced in an academic context. This plethora of texts promotes the development
of student voice and creates an authentic audience for student writing.
Teachers in the region understand the difficult task of locating culturally-relevant, high-interest English texts that are comprehensible for students. WriteNOW! magazine regularly publishes a wide variety of such writings. Themes of identity, culture, travel, university experiences and future careers are
addressed in clear, grammatically correct language. Consequently, students readily connect with ideas
expressed in the essays and articles, which encourages lively classroom discussions and debates. From
an instructional perspective, the magazine’s content fosters the language engagement that students
need to produce quality writing.
Additionally, WriteNOW! magazine represents the voice and vision of the students of UAEU. Creative
entries such as short stories and poems, photographs and illustrations allow the reader a glimpse of
life through the lens of other UAEU students. Periodically, I allow time for students to browse the
magazine in class and share a chosen entry. I find this strategy especially affirming for students.
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Cont’d.. ..Writing Centers …

They often share that the selections relate to their personal experiences or emotions, as they speak
to students’ own deeply held beliefs, hopes or sometimes, fears. As a result, students become a bit
less anxious and are empowered to write from their individual points of view, in their own unique
voices.
Finally, WriteNOW! magazine offers the all-important final step in the writing process: publishing. Very often as instructors, we do not have access to an audience beyond ourselves for student
writing. By providing students with an authentic audience, we nurture in them an awareness of the
power in their words. When students realize that they can be published, that their words matter
just as any other author, they write with a greater sense of purpose and clarity.
The SASP Writing Center, like writing centers
region-wide, is an academic resource for the
university community. Foundation and faculty
students alike make use of the centers, seeking
feedback on a range of writing tasks. Moreover, as
a result of the WriteNOW! magazine and other
such student-led publications, our writing centers
may also become a potential resource for English
language instructors. By implementing the practice
of reading these publications in the classroom,
teachers can facilitate the development of student
voice and open students up to an accessible audience for their writing.
So, have you visited your university Writing Center
Cover page of WriteNOW! Issue 6, featuring original student
artwork

lately? If not, go check out what it has to offer!
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Profile: The Writing Center Special Interest Group
at AUB
by Emma Moghabghab
Many instructors in the Communication Skills Program at the American University of Beirut
participate in Special Interest Groups (SIGs), which provide fora for focused discussion and
collaboration on various writing-related projects. The Writing Center Special Interest Group
(WrC SIG) was started in the Communication Skills Program of the English Department at
AUB in Fall 2013 with a stated objective of coordinating efforts and streamlining collaboration between the Writing Center and the Communication Skills Program. Constituted of
instructors from the Communication Skills Program, some of whom have been tutors at the
center, and headed by the Coordinator of the Writing Center (who is also an instructor in
the program); the SIG has grown to develop a substantive research focus. SIG membership,
which is entirely voluntary, involves several meetings per semester: planning and working
together on both research and practical short-term and long-term projects.

As a first step toward achieving research goals, the SIG’s primary focus has been collecting
information and conducting research on the use of Writing Center resources by the
Communication Skills Program instructors. Members work to better understand instructor
perceptions of the Writing Center’s role in their teaching, classes and the program as a
whole. In addition to its publication as a an internal report, the study should lead to a better
adaptation of resources to needs and perceptions and the more effective integration of the

Writing Center into writing courses. So far, the preliminary research and literature review
for this study is nearing completion; SIG members are pressing further along the path of
research by reading texts that register deeper investment in Writing Center literature.
Subsequent research directions and relevant readings are under discussion, and especially
target questions of transfer between writing center and writing classroom experiences—for
both students and instructors.
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Cont’d… Profile: The Writing...

Short-term projects involving members of the SIG include observing tutoring sessions at the
Writing Center and reflecting on these experiences, attending new tutor workshops and preparing a written account on their involvement and impressions, and contributing questions to
a comprehensive FAQ on Writing Center activities and resources at the American University
of Beirut. Members who are also tutors at the Writing Center drafted updates/reports on
current Writing Center developments, events and innovations. The SIG drafted and finalized the comprehensive FAQ for the benefit of Communication Skills instructors. The SIG
chair shaped the Writing Center page on the Communication Skills Program moodle course,
uploading the FAQ, observations, reflections and reports. Indeed, the group has been regularly updating content on a moodle course dedicated to writing instructors in the Communication Skills Program, supplementing content the SIG itself develops with other useful content
and reading material.

Another resource the WrC SIG is creating is a student-centered moodle section of useful
writing center and writing-related resources that Communication Skills instructors can import
into their own moodle courses. Development of this material lines up with a workshop the SIG
plans to offer in the Spring 2016 semester: Working on Writing the Writing Center Way. All
told, the WrC SIG—like the AUB Writing Center itself—is in a period of dynamic growth and

development. We look forward to sharing what we’re learning, and to learning from others, at
the MENAWCA conference in April!
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The Centre for Writing in English 2nd Annual Spelling Bee
Shadn Al Majed and Abeer Al Juaithen – King Saud University
For second language learners, spelling bees are a
creative motivational way to test knowledge of orthography.
Spelling bees provide practice opportunities and help students realize that spelling is an important part of academic

life and overall language awareness. The Center for Writing
in English (CWE) under the supervision of the Vice Rectorate
of Educational and Academic affairs at King Saud University
(KSU) in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, held the 2nd Annual Spelling
Bee on December 3rd 2015.

The event was organized with the help of CWE
administrative assistants, 26 student volunteers who
decorated the hall, set up refreshments, registered
contestants, ushered in attendees, and maintained
order throughout the spelling bee. The judging panel
was comprised of three faculty members at the
Department of English Language and Literature: Dr.
Hala Al-Tuwaijri, Dareen Al Malki, and Heba Jasser.
The word renaissance was what decided the

As CWE peer consultants, we had the honor of
hosting the event. Our tasks as hosts were to welcome the
audience, describe the guidelines of the competition,

manage the contest, and announce the winners. The fourteen contestants were KSU undergraduate students form five
different colleges across campus: College of Arts, College of

winners, with Farrah Mendoza from the College of
Medicine in first place, Azad Baazeem from the College
of Business Administration in second place, and

Shadden Alfadhil from the College of Arts in third
place. Winners received gift vouchers from event sponsors, Nomination Italy and Golden Brown Bakery.

Political Science, College of Languages and Translation,
College of Business Administration, and College of Medicine.
There were three rounds, gradually increasing in spelling
difficulty. Misspelling of one word led to immediate elimination. Paper and pencils were provided to the audience, so
they too could silently spell along.

The spelling bee brought together students
and instructors in a fun event that not only featured
strength in language, but boosted overall student
morale as well. As hosts, we have reflected on the
competition. For one, events like the spelling bee could

be a much-welcomed break and change of pace in high
-stress academic environments. Display of language
ability for second language learners (which most of the
contestants and members of the audience were) could
help increase motivation and desire to learn.
We were grateful for the opportunity to host
an event of this scale and honored to be part of the
Center for Writing in English.
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This spring the Academic Success Center at Texas A&M University at Qatar is hosting
a campus-wide community effort inviting all faculty, staff and students to participate in a
One Book, One Community campaign. The ASC provided copies of the book, A Whole
New Engineer, by David E. Goldberg and Mark Somerville to those interested in reading and
discussing the major ideas/themes in the book. This kind of campaign is popular in colleges
and universities across the US and promotes a culture of reading among students, faculty
and staff, but the biggest benefit is the awareness and change that come from having focused discussions on a common theme. In this case, the theme is the transformation of engineering education. Dr. Goldberg will make a visit to Texas A&M University at Qatar in early
March. For questions or comments about One Book, One Community efforts in your center
or on your campus, please contact Kelly Wilson, Program Coordinator, Academic Success
Center at kelly.wilson@qatar.tamu.edu

The LAU Writing Center celebrated its 5th year of
operation on the Beirut Campus in October. A
booth was set on campus where memorabilia
items reflecting the milestone were distributed.
Students wrote freely about what writing means to
them, engaged in a guessing game about the
number of students who were served in the
previous year, and faculty members joined in
cutting a five-petal flower cake. The student who
was able to come up with an approximate number
won the 2016 Guinness Book of Records. New
students were encouraged to open accounts on
mywconline at the booth.
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Please visit the WLN website blog at http://www.wlnjournal.org/blog. Here
you will find Call for Proposals (CFP) for special issues of the WLN. If you
can’t see the CFP, there’s a list of categories to search at the left side of the
home page. The WLN invite scholars to subscribe and then post on the
blog, by either posting themselves or by contacting the WLN Blog Editor,
Josh Ambrose:

<jambrose@mcdaniel.edu>. Opportunities are there for

those who want to describe their writing center and the work they do, add
their writing center to the list in the “social media directory,” post pictures,
or have tutors post. The blog is there for anyone who subscribes to post
anything relevant to writing centers.

Thanks to everyone who contributed to this edition of the newsletter. Remember there can be no newsletter without your submissions!
If interested in featuring in future editions, please send pieces to
sherry.ward@qatar.tamu.edu . Thanks again for your interest in
MENAWCA.
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