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Dates To Remember 

IWCA Summer Institute 
14-19 June 2015 
East Lansing, Michigan 
 
IWCA Conference  
8-10 October 2015 
Pittsburgh, PA  USA  
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The new MENAWCA Executive 

Board for 2013-2015 (in alphabeti-

cal order by first  name) 

 

Amy Zenger: Webmaster (Lebanon) 
Maimoonah Al Khalil: Member-at-Large 
(Saudi) 
Elizabeth Whitehouse: Exec. Secretary 
(UAE) 
Jodi Lefort: Public Relations Officer (Oman) 
Kathy O’Sullivan: Past Conference Chair 
(UAE)  
Kelly Wilson: Vice-President & IWCA Rep 
Khalid Abalhassan: Member-at-Large 
(Saudi) 
Jodi Lefort: : Past President (UAE) 
Molly McHarg: President (Qatar) 
Nadine Ashkuri: Past Conference Chair 
(UAE)  
Sherry Ward: Treasurer and Newsletter Ed. 
(Qatar) 
 

WANTED:  

2016 CONFERENCE THEME SUGGESTIONS!! 

We are in the earliest stages of planning for the 2016 
MENAWCA Conference and we need your help! We’re 
still looking for a host city/university, but it’s not 
too early to start thinking about a conference 
theme. We want to hear your suggestions to make 
sure the conference meets your needs! Think about 
the  following questions and e-mail ideas to: 

 menawcaboard@gmail.com 

 

 What ideas, innovations, or trends in writing 
centers are important to you and your center?  

 What areas of focus are relevant to our work in 
the MENA region?  

 What topics interest you and your writers? 

 

 

M I D D L E  E A S T  -  N O R T H  A F R I C A  W R I T I N G  C E N T E R S  A L L I A N C E 

 

N E W S F R O M  T H E  W R I T I NG 

C E N T E R S Spring 2015 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to this edition of the newsletter. Remember there 

can be no newsletter without your submissions!  If interested in featuring in future 

editions, please send pieces to sherry.ward@qatar.tamu.edu .  Thanks again for your 

interest in MENAWCA.  Tune in again in September 2015 for the next edition.      

mailto:menawcaboard@gmail.com
mailto:sherry.ward@qatar.tamu.edu
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 RCYCI ANNUAL WRITING COMPETITION 2014 
BY 

           Lawan Dalha 
  Coordinator, RCYCI Writing Center 

English Language Center Yanbu 
Royal Commission Yanbu Colleges & Institutes 

Writing is an essential language skill that enables  students 

to express their ideas and opinions on different issues.    

Students who can translate their ideas into well-written 

language are more likely to develop independent and   

critical thinking skills, which are valuable attributes that 

students bring into their future professions. It is for this 

reason that at the Writing Center at the English Language 

Center, Yanbu organized a writing competition, which  

attracted  RCYCI students as well as Yanbu high school 

students. 

 

The competition for  2014 was organized to celebrate the 

40
th
 anniversary of establishing the Royal Commission for 

Yanbu. It therefore, featured the theme: “40 years of    

Industrial development in Yanbu,” and was held on 16
th
 

December, 2014. 

 

Forty-fours tudents from across all the educational institu-

tions of the Royal Commission participated in the compe-

tition, which started with registration of candidates at ex-

actly 9:00am, and then they were distributed to their re-

spective classes where they wrote essays and short stories 

under a highly invigilated, yet conducive atmosphere. This 

took place both at Yanbu Industrial College (for male) and 

Yanbu University College Female Campus (for female). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Grand Prize Award Day was held on 18
th
       

December, 2014. The event was witnessed by a num-

ber of dignitaries  from across the RCYCI, among 

whom were the DG of RCYCI, Dr. Ahmed Dabroom,  

the Director of   English Language Center, Dr Osman 

Barnawi, representatives from Ibn Khaldoun, Ibn 

Nafees and Ibn Hayan High Schools. The Director of 

the ELCY, Dr.  Barnawi opened the occasion by wel-

coming guests and reiterating the need to promote 

students’ independent learning skills and critical think-

ing through competition. The Coordinator of the 

Writing Center, Mr. Lawan Dalha also spoke on the 

objectives and  importance of the competition and 

subsequently announced the winners. In his closing 

remarks,  Dr. Dabroom commended the ELCY for   

organizing the competition and congratulated the 

candidates for a wonderful performance.  

 
 
 
 
 

The Director, English Language Center, Yanbu, Dr. Osman  Barnawi 

giving opening speech 

Dr. Osman Barnawi  presenting a prize to one of the winners 
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In conversation with VCU Richmond’s Peer Tutors  

by:  Neihan Yaqoob  

 

Skype session in progress                                                 

VCUQatar’s peer tutors 

As part of Virginia Common-

wealth University’s efforts to 

continue on-going collaboration 

between the Writing Centers on 

both Richmond and Qatar cam-

puses, a Skype session was    

especially scheduled for peer 

tutor on April 1, 2015 (following 

the one from fall 2014.) In this 

informal session, tutors were 

given an opportunity to  engage 

in an open discussion to ex-

change exciting ideas and share 

common concerns. 

The session began when Brian 

McTague, Director of the VCU 

Writing Center introduced him-

self from Richmond, while   

Emelina Soares, Peer tutor at 

VCU Qatar opened the dialogue 

between the two sides by eager-

ly asking, “How is the writing 

center going over there?”  

After generally touching base 

with each other, the teams 

spent considerable time talking 

about tutorial sessions, sharing 

personal experiences as   tutors 

and inquiring about the stand-

ard practices in their writing 

centers that includes monthly/ 

weekly meetings, online  ap-

pointments, in-class workshops, 

summer sessions and special  

projects etc.   

The session continued with     

questions and comments from 

both sides addressing specific        

challenges that tutors typically 

face.  Rebal Turjoman, one of 

the Doha tutors, stated that, “I 

usually find it hard when my  

students do not focus on bigger 

and critical issues, and are   

simply worried about fixing 

grammar in their   papers.”  Ha-

roon Yasin, another   Doha tu-

tor, raised his concerns regard-

ing the students who       always 

come at the last minute, and 

mentioned how, “students think 

that the writing center is the 

place to go when you finalize 

the paper. They think that I will 

put  finishing touches on their 

paper for them.”  While the tu-

tors     pondered about the seri-

ousness of these issues,  Eme-

lina Soares  

amusingly added that she   

particularly “enjoys reading      

papers that students have 

written in their sleep. They 

are the funniest thing!”        

Despite the concerns, both 

teams wholeheartedly 

agreed that they loved their 

work as tutors and found 

their tutoring experience 

truly enjoyable, interesting 

and rewarding. 

The session concluded 

when McTague notified us 

that the Richmond team 

would have to sign off due 

to time constraints but   

promised to have another 

Skype session in future. 
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 At noon on a typical day, the Centre for Writing in Eng-
lish (CWE) at King Saud University’s Female Campus is 
whirling with energy. The consultants, writers, and 
‘wizards’—the helpful, diligent student assistants who 
keep the centre running—interact in diverse and dy-
namic ways. The Centre for Writing in English is a space 
in an Arabic-medium university rich in resources for 
writers of English of all levels. Visiting the centre enters 
undergraduates, graduate students, and academics into 
a community in which they can clarify their thoughts 
and strengthen their English writing in an interactive, 
supportive environment.  

 

Part of the ethos of the CWE is to focus on the writer 
and not the written piece. This ethos deeply informs the         
interactions between writers and their consultants, who 
utilize one-on-one interaction to help writing evolve 
and improve in a more holistic sense. Visiting writers 
are second language learners of English at beginner or 
intermediate levels. Faced with this challenge,           
consultants at the CWE help guide writers to make    
conclusions about their own writing. A key part of this 
is helping writers identify their own errors, from recog-
nizing a misplaced comma to realizing gaps in an out-
line of a literature review. Consultants, faculty, and staff 
have put together a need-based set of resources, includ-
ing tip sheets, posters, and books, to aid in nurturing 
this     process. Weekly professional development meet-
ings focus on identifying strategies for more effective 
engagement with writers. 

 

One of the most interesting features of the CWE is the 
diverse set of consultants, who employ various          
strategies, attitudes, and even languages in assisting the     
students. On any given day, one can observe consult-
ants who speak English exclusively, those who consult 
almost entirely in Arabic, and those who communicate 
with a hybrid, fluid combination of both. This creates 
stimulating, fruitful dynamics between writer and con-
sultant, and consultant to consultant, as they often con-
fer with one another to determine the best methods and 
approaches to deal with diverse writing and writers. 

The Centre for Writing in English at King Saud University, Riyadh – 

Saudi Arabia: A site for writing support and research   

Another interesting feature of the CWE is its online       
component, which was founded by Anita Nair in 2013. 
Online consultants use a program called Jing to provide 
students with links to visual and auditory feedback on 
their work. Writers can replay feedback videos as many 
times as they like to fully understand consultant com-
ments. This facet of the program is still growing, but it 
holds much promise for helping female writers, many of 
whom find it difficult to come to campus for personal  
consultation. It is also instrumental in providing consulta-
tions to graduate students and professors, who often have 
lengthy, advanced pieces which require higher level      
revisions.  

 

 One of the bulletin boards  at the Writing Center in King 

Saud University , Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
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The centre has expanded consistently and considerably 
since its establishment in February 2012. From a humble 
196 consultations in its first semester in 2012, the center 
now helps over 1000 writers per semester, with an aver-
age of 20 consultations a day. The CWE’s  growing   pop-
ularity is a testament to its importance to the KSU com-
munity, where many students struggle with courses in 
which they are often learning English at the same time 
as  reading advanced texts and writing academically. 
This makes the CWE a crucial support system, as it en-
courages students and makes success in English writing 
attainable. Indeed, the centre has fostered a  burgeoning 
campus life by hosting a creative writing contest, a 
spelling bee, a reading challenge, and a series of writing 
workshops. 

The CWE administration, under its director            
Dr.  Maimoonah Al Khalil, looks forward to expand-
ing centre services and cementing its status as a    
centre for writing and research at King Saud Univer-
sity.  Research inspired by consultations at the CWE 
has been presented at the IWCA/NCPTW 2014     
conference in Orlando, the MENAWCA 2014 confer-
ence in Dubai, and the AAAL 2015 conference in  
Toronto. Research results have been instrumental in 
producing insight and providing feedback to courses 
that require writing in English. They have also 
helped shape a research agenda that is  expected to 
keep consultants and writers at the Centre for Writ-
ing in English at King Saud University research-
active for years to come.  

 

  by Eman M. Elshaikh 

The Writing Center  at  King Saud University in Riyadh Saudi 

Inside the  Writing Center  at King Saud University in Riyadh Saudi 

Arabia 
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Decisions, Decisions, Decisions . . . 

Thoughts about the IWCA/CCCC 2015 Collaborative Conference 

By N. Jean Hodges 

Jean Hodges is an Assistant Professor 

of Writing at VCUQatar. 

Once, during a brief layover in the mid-1980s, I set foot in Tampa, Florida. 

Never since then have I returned, so Tampa has remained an unexplored 

mystery in my mind ever since. I love mysteries because they resemble      

putting together a puzzle, only better: puzzles usually come with an illustra-

tion of the final product, but solving a mystery usually involves a surprise 

ending and a sense of satisfaction, completeness. So, naturally, my ears 

perked up when I learned that the annual joint conference of the Interna-

tional Writing Centers Association (IWCA) and the Conference on College 

Composition and Communication (4C’s) would be held on March 18-21, 

2015, in Tampa Florida. 

Although this destination was 7,500+ miles away from Doha, Qatar, where I work in the writing center 

at   Virginia Common-wealth University’s branch campus, VCUQatar, my Department Director, Dr. Byrad 

Yyelland, as well as my University, recognized the value of learning opportunities conducted by these 

two professional organizations and generously approved and sponsored my attendance. This was a gift 

that, in my experience, could rarely be granted in most universities throughout the United States, and I 

am deeply grateful to both of them for making this experience possible. 

The decision-making began when I registered for the conference and had to choose whether I would 

attend any pre-conference workshops on Wednesday, March 18. Given the distance I was traveling and 

the expense of the trip, it seemed quite practical to arrive one day earlier than the main 4C’s conference 

to take advantage of these opportunities as well.  

The first choice was whether to attend IWCA’s “Collaboratory,” a  

hybrid word coined from collaborative, “the impulse foundational to 

all writing center work,” and laboratory, meaning “a place for  re-

search” and “a community of people in conversation [about re-

search]” or one of 4C’s three pre-conference workshop options 

The “Collaboratory” was a day-long workshop of 23 concurrently 

arranged   sessions broken into four 75-minute time periods in 

which I could learn about something called “empirically-based RAD 

research” and “the ethics and history of positivist research,” with 

lunch and a closing reception  included (IWCA 2). The 4C’s workshops  

were divided into three possibilities:  

 

Tampa Convention Center, primary site of 

the 2015 IWCA/CCCC Annual Conference. 
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Given my interest in writing research and my IWCA membership, this decision, at least, was surprisingly 

easy! Of course, I chose the full-day IWCA “Collaboratory.” 

The 4C’s conference began on Thursday, March 19, with the Opening General Session in the Marriott’s 
Grand Ballroom at 8:30 a.m. A surprising number of grants and awards was given and their recipients    
recognized during this session. I later learned that CCCC presents grants and awards annually for travel, 
research, publications, and service, among many other possibilities. For more information about these    
numerous  opportunities, access “CCCC grants and Awards” at http://www.ncte.org/cccc/awards.  

Following the awards, Dr. Adam Banks, Professor of Writing, Rhetoric, and Digital Studies at the University 

of   Kentucky, Lexington, delivered the Chair’s Address: “Ain’t No Walls Behind the Sky, Baby! Funk, Flight, 

and  Freedom.” Using a metaphor from Star Trek, he challenged us to be explorers “reaching for the stars” 

to experiment, play, and possibly fail as we encounter today’s disciplinary and academic challenges and 

thereby continue growing. 

After the Chair’s Address, the real work began. Although I had thought that deciding which four workshops 
to choose from the 23 possibilities on Wednesday was difficult, choosing which concurrent sessions to at-
tend on Thursday and Friday was absolutely daunting! The quantity of concurrent sessions—more than 
500—was astonishing! Fortunately, Program Chair Joyce Locke Carter of Texas Tech University and her 
many colleagues did an excellent job of conveniently dividing these sessions into 14 categories well-
identified in the program so  attendees could focus on one or more specific topics on Thursday and Friday. 
For example, following my interest in research, I focused on talks in the “Research” category but also was 
able to branch out into “Information  Technologies” and “First-Year Composition.” However, there was no 
time to get into advanced, basic, or creative writing, not to mention any of the 105 sessions offered under 
“Innovation and Taking Risks”—and I left many other categories untouched as well. Fortunately, many of the 
presenters have uploaded their PowerPoint presentations, handouts, and other materials on the National 
Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) “Connected Community” website at http://
ncte.connectedcommunity.org/2015CCCCbrowse/, so I—and you—still have a chance to delve  into some of 
the unexplored topics. 

I could continue on and on about the fantastic opportunities and resources available, such as the free 

books I collected from some of the book vendors, the informational materials and chocolates from software 

and educational vendors, and the many excellent poster presentations available whenever I found a free 

moment—which was not nearly often enough! In addition, there 

were hundreds of colleagues to meet and “talk shop” with.  

There was so much to do, to learn, and to experience that I am 

left wondering why I had never considered attending this con-

ference in the past. The appropriateness and diversity of the top-

ics, the many opportunities to network and to learn, the chances 

to converse with   colleagues, and the possibility to explore Tam-

pa all were well worthwhile. After this experience, I would high-

ly recommend attending the IWCA/CCCC annual  conference 

next year when it will be in Houston, Texas, and certainly hope I 

will have an opportunity to do so.    
Conference attendees line up for Bedford/ St. 

Martin’s buffet dinner and aquarium tour. 

Cont’d……Thoughts about IWCA/CCCC 2015 

http://www.ncte.org/cccc/awards
http://ncte.connectedcommunity.org/2015CCCCbrowse/
http://ncte.connectedcommunity.org/2015CCCCbrowse/
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Here is a glimpse of some interesting activities that have 

been going on at LAU’s   Writing Center this semester! 

On February 13, 2015, just in time for Valentine's Day,    

students were asked to write messages to be dropped in a        

colorful box. The  activity created a lot of  activity outside 

the WC on a cold day in February. Heart- shaped cup-

cakes were offered to  contributors. The writer of the most 

creative message was awarded a certificate and a gift in 

front of his classmates, and his poem was posted on the 

WC Facebook page - with his  permission, of course.    

The WC team offered two workshops to under-
graduate and graduate education students   
during the month of March. The workshops 
were on research writing and the integration of 

sources using the APA style of documentation.  

Social media helped capture participation of the 
WC in the annual Career Fair at LAU. Students 
were helped on April 15 by the Writing Center 
tutors to better write and present their CVs to 
potential employers who were on campus during 
that day. 

 

http://sas.lau.edu.lb/

