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The new MENAWCA Executive Board for 

2013-2015 (in alphabetical order by first  

name) 

 

 

Amy Zenger: Webmaster (Lebanon) 

Barb Toth: Member-at-Large (Saudi) 

Nadine Ashkuri: Vice President (UAE) 

Elizabeth Whitehouse: Exec. Secretary (UAE)     
Jodi Lefort: Public Relations Officer (Oman) 

Kelly Wilson: IWCA Rep. (Qatar)  

Khalid Abalhassan: Member-at-Large (Saudi) 

Mark Hill: Past President (UAE) 

Molly McHarg: President (Qatar) 

Nadine Ashkuri & Kathy O’Sullivan Conf. Co-Chairs 

Sherry Ward: Treas. and Newsletter Editor 
(Qatar) 

 

 

Friday November 7th, 2014: 

Registration & light breakfast 8:00-9:00 am  
Opening ceremony 9:00 a.m. 
First session begins at 10:00 am 

Saturday November 8th, 2014: 

Light breakfast: 8:00-8:55 

First session starts 9:00a.m. 
Closing ceremony will begin at 1:30 pm 

  

           F a l l  2 0 1 4   

On behalf of the MENAWCA executive 

board, we look forward to welcoming you 

to the  conference at The Canadian Uni-

versity of Dubai this Friday.  Please see 

the schedule below for more info. 

Safe travels!  

Three days left until the  MENAWCA  
conference ! 
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Entering the World of Writing 

Centers through PNU’s Gate 

by Rania Said, Writing Consultant 
Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

The next exciting step after successfully attending classes is 

deciding what to do to improve your skills and increase 

your knowledge outside of class. There are so many different 

activities to choose from, but picking and choosing activities 

that will be fun and constructive can be overwhelming. It took 

me a lot of time to decide what to do in my free time until I 

heard of the PNU Writing Studio. 

When I first came into the studio, I met Dr. Barbara Toth. 

Even though she is heavily involved with so many activities in 

the department, she still found the time to walk me through 

and introduce me to its services. The place was full of energy, 

yet so very calm and peaceful, that I just wanted to take a seat 

and start writing! She showed me around and introduced me 

to some of the amazing and friendly members of the studio. 

I was very lucky to meet the student writing consultants who 

were busily working on their proposals for the MENAWCA 

conference this November. One group was working on a 

presentation called “The Idea of a Writing Center--in Saudi 

Arabia” which really piqued my interest. Every piece of infor-

mation I received about the writing center has exceeded my 

expectations. It made me curious to have a conversation with 

these obviously thoughtful consultants and hear about their 

experiences. Hanan Al Tuwaim, one of the consultants said, 

“The Writing Studio has been by far the most important activi-

ty for me in college. I have felt so fulfilled by it, and it gave me 

a sense of confidence as a student.” Another, Hawazin Al-

Otaibi, said, “I am much more sensitive to reading and re-

sponding to the anxieties of those around me than I used to 

be.” 

 I even had the opportunity to chat with some student writers 

and ask them about their experiences as well. One student 

said, “I am very thankful for having such a center at PNU. It 

is really helpful for me and I really appreciate it.” Another 

said, “I came here without any idea on how to begin my pa-

per, and now I feel like I know where to start and how to 

structure my writing.”  

Stepping into the PNU Writing Studio has opened a new 

world for me! I wish I were able to join the consultants who are 

going to the MENAWCA conference this year. I wish everyone 

well. But while some consultants are at the conference, I’ll wel-

come student writers of all levels through the gate to the PNU 

Writing Studio to help them improve their writing. I’ll also 

encourage them to "try on” different writing techniques so they 

can grow and improve over time.  

Here are some pictures of the PNU Writing Studio staff and 
student writers. We enjoy a spacious area where students can 
write alone, with others, and in groups. We like Areej’s choice 
of the book Writing with Power (last photo). Post a comment 
on our website: http://pnuwritingstudio.wordpress.com or follow us 
on Twitter @pnuwriters!  

http://pnuwritingstudio.wordpress.com/2012/03/23/pnu-writing-studio-getting-ready-for-menawca-conference-in-qatar/
http://pnuwritingstudio.wordpress.com
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October 8, 2014 was a landmark day for peer tutors at 

Virginia Commonwealth University.  On the Doha 

campus, four experienced tutors sat in a library con-

ference room and had the opportunity to meet with 

five of their counterparts on the Richmond, Virginia 

campus.  The meeting was coordinated by writing 

center administrators on each respective campus, but 

the tutors led the session. 

 The meeting began by tutors on both sides 

briefly introducing themselves.  At this early stage, 

the outlook for the session looked grim as the internet 

connection remained shaky.  Fortunately, the connec-

tion stabilized and the rest of the meet up flowed ra-

ther smoothly. 

 In preparation for the session, tutors on both 

sides had brainstormed and prepared questions for 

tutors on the other campus.  These questions often 

prompted a deeper discussion about particular is-

sues and challenges that were either unique or com-

mon to the two campuses.  Dania Jalees, one of the 

Doha tutors, remarked, “It was quite interesting 

that, despite the difference in the number of tutors, 

both sides have to deal with a class full of students 

scrambling to make appointments with us back-to-

back when a deadline for a difficult assignment is 

close!”  Mahnoor Ansari, another Doha tutor, also 

offered her reflections. “It was interesting that we 

are firmly an Art and Design university while they 

receive a wide-range of students needing help but 

we still have similar styles or methods of dealing 

with the students.”  While tutors seemed to agree 

that they shared the same tutoring practices, there 

was also an increased awareness that tutors in Rich-

mond are exposed to a much wider variety of writ-

ing assignments and subject areas. 

 Due to practical restrictions regarding space 

and time, this initial meeting was limited to one hour.  

It became clear to all participants that additional dis-

cussion time would be valuable, and plans are under-

way for continued collaboration between the tutors 

on both campuses. 

 
. 

Caption: Peer Tutor Virtual Meet up in Progress 

 

Screen: Peer consultants from the Richmond, Virginia campus.   

Seated at table: Peer tutors from the Doha, Qatar campus. 
 

iPeer educators in Doha are referred to as “tutors”, while in 
Richmond they call themselves “consultants”.  For the purposes 
of consistency, the title “tutors” is used for all peer educators 
in this article.  

Peer Tutor Virtual Meet up 

 

By Dr. Molly McHarg 
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Thanks to everyone who contributed to this edition of the newsletter. Remember there can be no newsletter without your submis-

sions!  If interested in featuring in future editions, please send pieces to sherry.ward@qatar.tamu.edu .  Thanks again for your interest 

in MENAWCA.  Tune in again in February 2015 for the next edition.      

Over 100 students from Texas A&M University at Qatar (TAMUQ) participated in the (Inter)National Day on Writing 
event held on October 20, 2014. The event was co-hosted by the Academic Success Center (ASC) and the Liberal Arts Pro-
gram at TAMUQ. The students enjoyed playing post-it Scrabble, composing magnetic poetry in Arabic and English, com-
peting in a lipogram contest, and trying their hand at Arabic calligraphy. The event was part of ongoing efforts to create 
awareness and promote a culture of writing on the TAMUQ campus. Pictures from TAMUQ’s event were publicized by 
the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), the New York Times Learning Blog, and the National Writing Pro-
ject. The National Day on Writing is an officially recognized day in the United States, a result of an ongoing project spon-
sored by NCTE. For more information on the National Day on Writing project, visit the ASC’s Twitter feed at 
www.twitter.com/TAMUQSuccess and NCTE’s website www.ncte.org/dayonwriting. For more information on TAMUQ’s 
involvement in this project, contact Kelly Wilson Kelly.wilson@qatar.tamu.edu or Dr. Amy Hodges 
amy.hodges@qatar.tamu.edu 

By Kelly Wilson 

(Inter)National Writing  Day celebrated at 

Texas A&M University at Qatar 
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